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YOUTHBUILD RECEIVES DONATION OF 2,100 COMPUTERS FOR  
STUDENT REFURBISHING PROGRAM 

 
Refurbishing Will Kick Off as Part of Martin Luther King Day of Service Activities 
 
Philadelphia, Jan. 4, 2007 –YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School is to be the recipient 
of 2,100 used laptop computers, donated by Wyeth – a world leader in research-driven 
pharmaceutical and health care products – for YouthBuild’s computer training and 
refurbishing program.  YouthBuild technology students will take the donated computers 
through every phase of the refurbishing process and distribute the computers back into 
the community.   
 
YouthBuild’s technology program provides 32 students per year with industry-
recognized hardware and software training that facilitates entry into the computer 
technology field.   As part of the program, students acquire excess computers from local 
and national businesses, perform diagnostic evaluations, complete necessary repairs, and 
install refurbished computers into qualified, underserved organizations and schools.  
YouthBuild has refurbished more than 1,200 computers since the inception of its 
technology program four years ago. 
 
Wyeth partnered with Redemtech, a leading provider of Technology Change 
Management (TCM) services, in order to ensure efficient and proper asset recovery for 
the donated computers.  Redemtech offered free services to Wyeth as part of 
Redemtech’s new TakeBack Program to assist charitable organizations that receive 
donated technology from the company’s clients. 
 
"Deeply committed to serving our local communities, Wyeth is pleased to be able to 
provide 2,100 used laptop computers to YouthBuild,” said Diana Blankman, Wyeth’s 
Director of Corporate Contributions and Community Outreach.  “Working in partnership 
with Redemtech, we hope that this donation will provide YouthBuild and its students 
with a broader range of tools, adding to the outstanding support and opportunities that 
this organization currently provides to out-of-school youth in Philadelphia."  
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The donation from Wyeth will kick off on Jan. 15, 2007 during the 12th Annual Martin 
Luther King Day of Service at Martin Luther King High School.  Students will train a  
pre-designated group of low-income community members in basic computer skills, and 
each of the trainees will receive a refurbished laptop.  The rest of the laptops will be 
restored and distributed in the city over the next several years.   
 
“Wyeth’s donation will impact not only our school, but thousands of people in the 
Philadelphia area,” said Brian Leffler, Director of Program Development and Technology 
Training for YouthBuild.  “The laptops will help to ensure that YouthBuild continues to 
provide quality skills and career training to students, and in turn, provide students with 
opportunities to contribute incredible services to the local communities.” 
 
For more information on YouthBuild Philadelphia’s technology training and refurbishing 
program, contact (215) 627-8671 or info@youthbuildphilly.org.   
 

# # # 
 
YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School is a not-for-profit organization that provides 
out-of-school youth in Philadelphia the broadest range of tools, supports and 
opportunities available to become self-sufficient, responsible and productive citizens.   
YouthBuild Philadelphia offers an innovative 10-month program, which blends a 
rigorous academic curriculum with valuable community service experience and on-the-
job training in construction, technology or nursing.  
 
Students at YouthBuild Philadelphia can earn their high school diplomas and make 
successful transitions to full-time jobs, post-secondary educations, or further service with 
AmeriCorps.  For more information, visit www.youthbuildphilly.org. 
 
Wyeth is one of the world's largest research-driven pharmaceutical and health care 
products companies.  It is a leader in the discovery, development, manufacturing and 
marketing of pharmaceuticals, vaccines, biotechnology products and non-prescription 
medicines that improve the quality of life for people worldwide.  The company's major 
divisions include Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, Wyeth Consumer Healthcare and Fort Dodge 
Animal Health. 
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